
FEATURED SERVICE
In addition to preparation and review of closing documents on the sale or purchase of your 
primary residence, non-sale real estate transactions provided for the Member are also   
   one of our many fully covered services!  That includes the review  
                and preparation of quit claim deeds and deeds of transfer.

          

DEEDS - NON-SALE REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

FEATURED STORY
WHAT ARE HOME 
INSPECTORS 
LOOKING FOR?
Professionals recommend that you have a home inspected before purchasing your new home.  
This is done after your offer has been accepted, and well before your closing day. Home 
inspections are in-depth, and here are three big things a home inspection will show you:

A home is a huge investment, so an inspection is worth the money upfront (amounts vary by 
state, region, and inspector) to ensure your investment is safe and well-built.

1. SAFETY CONCERNS 
A home inspection will 

ensure smoke detectors, 
electrical work, glass, and 
structures like stairs are 

all safe for use.

2. HOME’S “SHIELD” 
Aspects of the homes

 exterior that protect it from 
the elements such as the 

foundation, roof, siding, and 
gutters are all included 

in the inspection.

3. MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES 

Big ticket items such as plumbing, 
electrical work, and heating and 

air are reviewed.  If included in the 
purchase, your inspector will also 

ensure the appliances are in 
working order.

“6 Things Your Home Inspector Is Looking For.” Bank Rate. Bank Rate, 
LLC. Web. 14 March 2017. http://www.bankrate.com/finance/real-estate/

home-inspector-7.aspx

tip of the  

MONTH

STAGE YOUR HOME 
FOR HIGHER OFFERS

Selling your home?  Get more 
money by staging it like 

a model home. 

Try decluttering your home and 
baking pre-made cookie dough 
right before a showing to give 
it a clean look and welcoming 

scent to potential buyers.

“Home Staging: 5 Cheap Ideas.” Bank Rate. Bank Rate, LLC. 
Web. 14 March 2017. http://www.bankrate.com/finance/real-

estate/5-dirt-cheap-home-staging-ideas-4.aspx

?DID
YOU
KNOW

AWARD WINNING 
MEMBER SERVICES TEAM

 Pardon us while we toot our own horn here,           
       but did you know that not only does Legal 
Resources offer the only Member Services team fully 
staffed by certified paralegals, but we are a 

5-TIME STEVIE AWARDS WINNER 
  in Customer Service!  The Stevies are an 
 international customer service award,     
            and our Member Services team has won silver  
 for 2017, the 4th winning year in a row!
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Please review the Legal Resources Master Plan Contract for a complete description of plan benefits. Due to regulatory requirements, benefits and rates may vary by state.

Please contact our Member Services Department with any questions.
We look forward to serving you and your family. 

      Info@LegalResources.com        800.728.5768         
 LegalResources.com        legalresources        legal_resources

Relax… you’re covered.®

REAL ESTATE
GETS WEIRD

Anything that requires a contract opens itself 
up to some strange stipulations depending 
on the  people involved.  And, in the case of 
real estate law, many of these can be legally 
binding – no matter how ridiculous.  

Check out some of the weirdest inclusions 
documented in real estate transactions:

DRINK UP!  Some people want to test a local business before investing in the area.  
That must’ve been what was on the minds of the buyers who requested their seller 
cover their $1000 bar tab, and the seller agreed!

TWO IS BETTER THAN ONE!  One family requested that a second property – 
a vacation home, be included in the purchase of their primary home.

AFTER A FAST CLOSE!  Law and Order SVU’s Christopher Meloni apparently included 
his 2013 Porsche Panamera to the buyer who met a certain close date.

THAT’S A SWEET DEAL!  George Hamilton requested a dozen cookies every month for 
a year after purchasing a condo in Los Angeles from the owner of a famous bakery.

SOMETHING DIFFERENT

LAW F  RM
SP    TLIGHT

ANSWERING 
YOUR QUESTIONS

Q:
A:

The articles featured in this issue of 
LegalWise and more can be found at
legalresourcesblog.wordpress.com

Legal Resources Blog

The mission of Legal 
Resources is to provide 
superior legal services to 
our members, enabling 
them to lead active, healthy 
and worry-free lives, free of 
major legal expenses.

*LegalWise is presented by Legal Resources for educational purposes.

MISSION:

TRENDINGNOW
If you're thinking of buying or 
selling, now is the time to do it!  
Experts predict that while home 
values will continue to rise, the 
rate at which they do will be slow.  

WHAT DO THEY 
EXPECT TO RISE?  
INTEREST RATES 

HOUSING
OUTLOOK

2017
Sharf, Samantha. “Housing Outlook 2017: Eight Predictions From The Experts.” Forbes. Jan 3 
2017. Web. 14 March 2017. https://www.forbes.com/sites/samanthasharf/2017/01/03/hous-

ing-outlook-2017-eight-predictions-from-the-experts/#2d8f3cde7fa0

Located in the Great Bridge Area of Chesapeake, Virginia, Shilling, 
Pass & Barlow is a full service law firm offering legal representation 
and counsel in Virginia and North Carolina.  Andrew Shilling, 
Stephanie Pass, Jason Barlow, and Mark Stokes have more than 50  
years of  combined legal experience representing individuals and 
businesses.  They have been recognized with numerous awards, 
including an AV (Preeminent) rating from Martindale-Hubbell, the 
highest possible rating in both legal ability and ethical standards.

Shilling, Pass, 
& Barlow

Experts predict that the FED will increase interest rates three times 
over the next year.  That's compared to two increases in the past 10 
years. The housing market is improving, and with that comes higher 
interest rates, though these rates, which are expected to hover 
around 4% will still be historically low, so it's a great environment 
for investment.

Nelson, Tara-Nicholle. “5 Weird Real Estate Clauses.” Business Insider. Jan 
18 2013. Web. 15 March 2017. http://www.businessinsider.com/5-weird-real-

estate-clauses-2013-6

I've just been promoted at work, and my family is relocating to 
another state. Can we deduct our moving expenses?

Great news on the new job and promotion! Fortunately for you, 
the IRS is pretty generous about moving expenses as long as 
you meet certain criteria. First, is the distance between your 
new job and your old home 50 miles greater than your old 
commute. If so, great! Second, the IRS asks that you live for at 
least 39 weeks in your new location over the next year. If you 
meet these basic criteria, you should be good, but for more 
specific information, contact a plan attorney.


