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BEWARETHE
IRS
TAX
SCAM

The FTC has identified a 
tax scam in which an 
email notice is sent to 
people claiming they owe 
the IRS money as a result of the Affordable Care Act. These notices are designed to look like the IRS’s 
CP2000 notices, which are typically sent out if there is an information mismatch on a return.  
So, how can you identify these notices as frauds?  For this specific case, they are sent as an email 
attachment, which is a big red flag for fraud. 
 Remember, the IRS will NEVER:
  1.  Use email or social media as a mode of communication.
  2.  Threaten to have you arrested or deported.
  3.  Request payment through wire transfer, gift card, or pre-paid debit card.
  4.  Require checks be made out to “I.R.S.”.  Money paid to the government for   
      taxes must go to “United States Treasury”.

These scams are designed to play on fear and lack of knowledge, so when in doubt, 
visit https://www.irs.gov.  They have tools to identify fraud and methods of contact you can use 
to confirm if the communication is legitimate.

Gressin, Seena. “IRS warns of a new tax bill scam.”Federal Trade Commission - Consumer. Federal Trade Commision, 
17 Nov, 2016. Web. 10 Feb, 2017.< https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/irs-warns-new-tax-bill-scam>

The Legal Resources benefit provides coverage for immigration matters.  A specialty 
consultation fee of $100 for a one-hour consultation is applied, but this fee may be applied to 
attorney fees if further representation is provided.

          *Contact Member Services at 800.728.5768 to review coverage  
    and locate an immigration attorney in your area.
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The Parent Tax Credit

In addition to the dependent 
exemption, you can get up to 
$1,000 per dependent child 

under 17 through the 
Child Tax Credit.

It is designed to help parents 
support their families.  Your 

tax professional will be able to 
confirm that you qualify.

“The Parent Tax Credit.” tax.findlaw.com. Thomson Reuters. Web. 
9 Feb. 2017. <http://tax.findlaw.com/federal-taxes/the-parent-

tax-credit.html>

?DID
YOU
KNOW

  Income taxes are the 
     largest revenue provider for the 
             Federal budget and “taxable income” 
         falls into two categories: “earned income”, 
   like wages, tips, and bonuses, and “unearned  
     income”, like royalties, gambling winnings,  
    and alimony.

“Tax Basics: A Beginners Guide to Taxes.” tax.findlaw.com. Thomson Reuters. Web. 9 Feb. 
2017. <http://tax.findlaw.com/federal-taxes/tax-basics-a-beginners-guide-to-taxes.html>
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Please review the Legal Resources Master Plan Contract for a complete description of plan benefits. Due to regulatory requirements, benefits and rates may vary by state.

Please contact our Member Services Department with any questions.
We look forward to serving you and your family. 

      Info@LegalResources.com        800.728.5768         
 LegalResources.com        legalresources        legal_resources

Relax… you’re covered.®

SOMETHING DIFFERENT

TAXES AROUND   O
DDBALL

TH E  W O RLD

The sad fact of life is that governments need  money 
    to operate on behalf of their citizens, and the best way to obtain that money is through taxation.  
        Some governments get pretty creative on how they collect those taxes!

In the 1700s, Peter the Great put a tax on beards to encourage his people to adopt the 
more modern, westernized look of clean-shaven faces.

For centuries, French citizens had to pay a tax on salt.  It was so universally reviled, 
it became one of the reasons for the French revolution!

Queen Anne introduced a British tax on printed wallpaper.  To avoid it, contractors would install plain wallpaper and 
then hand-paint the designs on it.

England currently has a tax on televisions (called the “television license”) 
charged for each television owned.  It finances the BBC’s programming.

Pittsburgh, PA charges an “amusement tax” of 5% on anything that may allow “people 
to engage in entertainment”.
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5 https://www.efile.com/unusual-strange-fun-
ny-taxes-throughout-the-  world-and-history/

LAW FIRM SPOTLIGHT
This general practice law       

  firm was founded by John S.    
  Karas and Charles E. Bradford, 

Jr. in 1989 and has been providing legal representation to Legal Resources members in 
the greater Baltimore metropolitan region since 2002. The firm boasts an AV Rating by 
Martindale Hubbell, which reflects the highest levels of skill and integrity. The attorneys 
in this firm are strong advocates and advisers for their clients and have over 100 years of 
combined legal experience in the 
Maryland Courts and state 
administrative agencies.

Website: www.karasbradford.com
Address: 325 S. Main Street, Bel-Air, Maryland 21014 

Telephone:  410-836-0202

ANSWERING 
YOUR QUESTIONS
Q:

A:

The articles featured in this issue of 
LegalWise and more can be found at
legalresourcesblog.wordpress.com

Legal Resources Blog

The mission of Legal 
Resources is to provide 
superior legal services to 
our members, enabling 
them to lead active, healthy 
and worry-free lives, free of 
major legal expenses.

*LegalWise is presented by Legal Resources for educational purposes.

MISSION:

TRENDINGNOW
FINDING THE
BEST ONLINE
TAX SOFTWARE

BEST OVERALL

BEST CUSTOMER 
SUPPORT

BEST BARGAIN

Reviews.com test-drove 21 
different software options to find 
out which ones took the headache 
out of filing, maximized 
deductions, and catered to 
absolutely anyone during this tax 
season. See the results below! 

TURBO 
TAX

H&R 
BLOCK

TAX
ACT

“The Best Online Tax Software.” 
reviews.com. Reviews.com LLC. 
Web. 10 Feb. 2017. <http://www.
reviews.com/online-tax-soft-

ware/>

I received a letter from the IRS and I don't understand what it 
means,can an attorney review this with me?

Great question! Tax law matters are covered under our Expanded 
Coverage Benefit where the initial consultation of up to an hour 
is provided at no cost, you will receive a 25% discount on the 
attorney's usual fees thereafter. Please contact our Member 
Services Department at 800.728.5768 if you have any additional 
questions.


